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 Under the Habsburgs the city on the Danube was
for a time the capital of the Kingdom of Hungary.

Bratislava was also used as a Coronation City.
In fact, Maximilian, the first Hungarian king to be

crowned in Bratislava on September 8th 1563,
proved to be the first of eleven Hungarian kings

and eight royal consorts to follow in this tradition
until 1860, when the event was transferred to

Budapest.

Bratislava in 1600

During the 18th century, the Austrian classicist
composer Joseph Haydn worked as a Kapellmeister
(in charge of music) for Prince Nikolaus I Esterházy
in one of Esterházy’s palaces on Kapitulská Street.
(The ruins of the palace still stand.) In 1772, Haydn

conducted the wedding ball of Queen Maria
Theresa’s daughter in Grassalkovich Palace, which is

the current seat of the Slovak President. 

 Some of history’s most significant composers are
known to have played their sonatas at the homes of
Bratislava’s noble families. A six-year-old Wolfgang

Amadeus Mozart is believed to have performed a
concert on Ventúrska Street in 1762. In 1820, a nine-
year-old Franz Liszt performed in what is now the
University Library. Both visited Bratislava at the

beginning of their illustrious careers and dazzled local
audiences. Liszt became a regular visitor to Bratislava.

Plaque commemorating a visit to Bratislava by the 19th
Century piano virtuoso and composer Franz Liszt (1811 -

1886). 

https://www.visitbratislava.com/places/grassalkovich-palace/
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 Bratislava, German Pressburg, Hungarian
Pozsony, city, capital of Slovakia. It lies in the

extreme southwestern part of the country, along
the Danube where that river has cut a gorge in the

Little Carpathian Mountains near the meeting
point of the frontiers of Slovakia, Austria, and

Hungary. Vienna is 35 miles (56 km) west.

The city is dominated by its enormous castle, which
stands on a plateau 300 feet (100 metres) above the

Danube. The castle was the residence of the Austrian
royal family until it was destroyed by fire in 1811; it has

since been largely restored. In 1741 Empress Maria
Theresa of Austria fled to Bratislava when Vienna was

threatened by French and Bavarian troops. The so-
called Peace of Pressburg (1805) was signed by Napoleon
and the Austrian emperor Francis II, after the Battle of

Austerlitz, in the city’s Baroque Archbishop’s Palace.
Following World War I, Bratislava was made the capital
of Slovakia in the first Czechoslovakian Republic, and it

remained the capital when Slovakia emerged as an
independent nation in 1993.

Modern Vienna has undergone several historical
incarnations. From 1558 to 1918 it was an imperial

city—until 1806 the seat of the Holy Roman Empire
and then the capital of the Austro-Hungarian

Empire. In 1918 it became the capital of the
truncated, landlocked central European country that
emerged from World War I as a republic.From 1938
to 1945 Austria was a part of Adolf Hitler’s “Greater”

Germany, and Vienna became “Greater” Vienna,
reflecting the Nazi revision of the city limits. In the

decade following World War II, Austria was
occupied by British, French, American, and Soviet

forces, and Vienna was divided into five zones,
including an international zone, covering the Innere

Stadt (“Inner City”). In 1955 the State Treaty, by
which the country regained independence, was

signed with the four occupying powers, and Vienna
became once again the capital of a sovereign Austria.
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Maria Theresa rebuilt the Bratislava castle
into a showplace of 18th-century

splendour and opulence. The current
reconstruction of the castle is striving to

capture the magnificence of her era,
including a newly recreated 18th-century

baroque garden.

The need for gothic fortifications was over and gave
permission for city walls to be dismantled, freeing up

land and literally tons of materials for new
construction. This decree had a major effect on the
centre of Bratislava, allowing the old town area to

significantly develop. 
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